
Application — How should we live?

   The Truth of the Gospel — 1 John 2:18–27

Context: The apostle John is writing to a group of churches that are struggling with their identity 
during a time of intense persecution and wide-spread false teaching. In the previous section of the 
letter, John introduced the theme of love. Now, he addresses the content of the false teachers who 
are presenting a Gospel that does not center around the identity of Jesus.

The antichrists have arrived! They deny that Jesus is the Messiah, and their false teaching has 
caused them to depart from the Church. However, authentic believers have received the truth of 
Jesus’s identity and therefore have fellowship with God, which results in eternal life. Because of 
this, true believers are exhorted to abide with Jesus.

Identity in Jesus — Read 1 John 2:18–23
According to John, what characteristics define “antichrists”? How does this change or further 
inform your understanding of the spirit of an antichrist? 

Based on this passage, how can we know that someone is an authentic Christian? How does 
this challenge the idea that “all religions believe in God/we are all going to the same place?”

John is showing that Jesus is at the center of the Gospel. How do Christians tend to 
supplement the Gospel? In other words, in what ways are we tempted to see the Gospel as 
a message of “Jesus plus” something else?

Abide with Jesus — Read 1 John 2:24–27
John uses the term “anointing” three times in this section of the letter. Based on the context, 
what is this anointing? What role does it play in the life of the believer?

Read John 15:1–17. How does John’s development of the theme of abiding in this passage 
inform your understanding of 1 John 2:18–27?

What is the relationship between abiding with Jesus and the promise of eternal life? Why is 
the theme of eternal life important to the broader context of this passage?

John essentially says that we are either with Jesus or against Jesus. This is meant to be an 
encouragement. When we believe in Jesus, we are welcomed into fellowship with God. In 
what ways are you struggling to believe Jesus? This week, consider how your relationship 
with Jesus has changed your life, and ask God how you can trust Him more. 


