
Application — How should we live?

   Abide as Children of God — 1 John 2:28–3:10

Context: The apostle John is writing to a group of churches that are struggling with their identity 
during a time of intense persecution and wide-spread false teaching. In the previous section of the 
letter, John addressed the content of the false teaching. Now, he seeks to instill confidence in his 
readers as children of God, showing them how they are different from children of the devil.

God calls those who are righteous His children. More than this, His children have hope that Jesus 
will return and that they will be transformed to be like Him. Those who do not have fellowship with 
God, though, are considered to be children of Satan. Despite this, Satan has been overcome by 
Jesus. This is not meant to cause believers to question their identity; rather, it should instill 

Children of God — Read 1 John 2:28–3:3
In this section, John identifies his readers as children of God. How can seeing God as your 
Father help you understand what it means to “abide” with Him?

Read Romans 6:1–14. How does this passage help us understand what John means when 
he encourages his readers to “practice righteousness”?

The only time that John uses the word “hope” in his entire letter is in verse 3. According to 
John, what is the content of this hope?

Children of the Devil — Read 1 John 3:4–10
What are the “works of the devil” that Jesus destroys? Based on this passage, when does 
Jesus destroy these works?

Why is it significant that John included the statement about love at the end of this section? 
How does the idea of love relate to the other themes in this passage?

At the beginning of this passage, John encourages his readers to have this confidence in the 
midst of their struggles. What aspects of this passage do you find to be most encouraging in 
your walk with God right now?

We can be comforted knowing that we are children of God. Seeing God as our loving Father 
should encourage us to respond accordingly. In what ways can you abide with your 
Heavenly Father this week? Consider exploring a new spiritual discipline such as fasting, 
scripture memorization, or solitude. How could one of these disciplines help you abide with 


