
Application — How should we live?

   Love One Another — 1 John 3:11–24

Context: The apostle John is writing to a group of churches that are struggling with their identity 
during a time of intense persecution and wide-spread false teaching. In the previous section of the 
letter, John instilled confidence in his readers, reminding them that they are children of God. Now, 
he shows how love is a key element of the Christian life.

Love is at the heart of the message of the Gospel. Christians are called to love one another 
because of God’s love for them, which was displayed through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. Therefore, 
believers are to imitate Christ’s character and show love to one another in this self-sacrificial 
manner. Ultimately, those who love one another keep God’s commandments, and they also have 

Love for Others — Read 1 John 3:11–18
John begins this section by reminding his readers of “the message you heard from the 
beginning.” Read 1 John 1:5 and 2:24. How do these things that John’s readers have heard 
relate to one another? How do these other verses inform the meaning of this passage?

What does John suggest is a normal part of the Christian experience? Do you find this 
comforting or discouraging?

How does Jesus’s ministry model what love should actually look like? How does this differ 
from the world’s understanding of love?

Truth and Reassurance — Read 1 John 3:19–24
John says that he is writing to reassure his readers. How does knowing (1) that God is 
greater than our hearts and (2) that He knows everything reassure you?

How does John present the theme of “remaining” in this section? What can this teach us 
about loving others?

Reread verses 23 and 24. How do these verses summarize the major themes of John’s letter 
up to this point?

John’s application is simple: love one another. However, we know that this is often very 
difficult to do. John explains that we know what true love is because of Jesus’s death on the 
cross. Take some time this week to reflect upon how God has shown you love through the 
sacrifice of His son. Then, pray and ask Him how you can show self-sacrificial love to 


