
Application — How should we live?

   Love from God — 1 John 4:7–12

Context: The apostle John is writing to a group of churches that are struggling with their identity 
during a time of intense persecution and wide-spread false teaching. In the previous section of the 
letter, John explained how to discern the spirits of truth and deceit. In this section, John states a 
profound truth—that God is love—and he explains how believers should love in light of this truth.

Love one another. The only reason that we can follow this simple command is because God is love 
and because we have fellowship with Him. God demonstrated this love to us when he sent Jesus to 
die on the cross for our sins, even though we did nothing to merit this sacrifice. Since we have 
experienced this kind of love, we can love one another and show the love of God to the world.

God is Love — Read 1 John 4:7–10
Based on this passage what does it mean to “know” God? How does this idea of knowing 
God relate to the theme of love?

What do you think John means when he says that God is love? How does knowing that love 
is a key characteristic of God affect how you think about His actions?

John uses the example of Jesus’s sacrifice as a picture of true love. What can this teach us 
about God’s role in initiating love toward us? See verse 10.

Love for Others — Read 1 John 4:11–12
The language of verse 11 closely matches John 3:16. Read John 3:16–21, and discuss how 
these verses helps us better understand 1 John 4:7–12.

What does John mean when he says that no one has ever seen God? How does John think 
that we can help the world see God?

What is the difference between John’s presentation of perfect “Christian” love and generic 
human love? In other words, how should the love that believers show to one another be 
unique compared to the love of the world?

God is love. Everything that He does stems from this central characteristic. And since we 
have fellowship with God, our actions should be rooted in love as well, especially in our 
relationships with other believers. Take some time this week to reflect on the ways that 
you’ve experienced God’s love recently. Then, pray and ask God how you can show such 
love to others right now.


