
Application — How should we live?

   John’s Conclusion — 1 John 5:13–21

Context: The apostle John is writing to a group of churches that are struggling with their identity 
during a time of intense persecution and wide-spread false teaching. In the previous section of the 
letter, John reaffirmed the testimony about Jesus.  Now, John concludes his letter by addressing 
the ultimate concerns of his readers and by reminding them of their assurance of eternal life.

John concludes his letter to struggling Christians with an encouraging reminder. They can have 
confidence in God’s promise of eternal life. Because of this, believers can come to God in prayer, 
especially for their brothers and sisters in sin. This is the confidence that they can have in Jesus 
and are protected from the evil one. 

Assurance of Eternal Life — Read 1 John 5:13–17
Based on John’s conclusion, what is his purpose in writing this letter? How does this relate to 
his purpose according to the introduction (see 1 John 1:1–4)?

Confidence is a major theme of 1 John. Take a moment to review the letter, and discuss what 
verses, themes, or ideas give you confidence in your relationship with God.

According to John, how should we respond when we see a fellow believer sinning? 
Practically speaking, what might this look like in your Christian community?

Jesus is the True God and Eternal Life — Read 1 John 5:18–21
In what ways is it evident that the world is under the power of the evil one today? In what 
ways do you see God protecting you from him?

What does John mean when he says that Jesus is “true”? Why is it important for John’s 
audience and for us to know this?

Why do you think that John concludes his letter by warning his readers to keep themselves 
from idols? Based on the ideas discussed throughout the letter, what specific idols might 
John be discussing?

The testimony of Jesus is not meant to cause us to question our salvation; rather it is meant 
to give us confidence. Do you have confidence in your relationship with God today? Take 
some time this week to re-read John’s letter. As you read, ask that God would reveal to you 
how your life has demonstrated faith, obedience, and love so that you can have increased 
confidence in Him.


