
Application — How should we live?

   Encouragement for a Struggling Church — 2 John 1–13

Context: At the end of his life, the apostle John wrote letters to struggling churches to encourage 
and to edify them. 2 John is written to a specific congregation that is experiencing the effects of 
false teaching, and John fears that its ministry may be in danger. John writes to remind his readers 
of the truth of Jesus Christ, and he warns them of what might happen if they stray from it. 

The truth of Jesus Christ transforms those who believe in it. It leads us to follow God’s 
commandments and to love one another. Therefore, those who are not obedient or do not act in a 
loving way may not be embracing the truth about Jesus. And when we fail to embrace this truth 
fully, the work of the Gospel is in danger. Despite this, we have Jesus to advocate for us in the 
midst of our sins and struggles.

Truth and Love — Read 2 John 1–6
Based on the context of this letter, who do you think “the elect lady” is? Why do you think 
John chose to address his letter in this way?

John mentions “truth" five times at the beginning of this letter. According to John, what is the 
content of this truth? How does John’s presentation of truth differ from our culture’s 
understanding of truth? 

John writes this letter “in truth and love.” What is the relationship between these two ideas 
(see v. 5–6)?

Watch Yourselves — Read 2 John 7–13
Based on the context of this section, what is in danger of being lost (v. 8)? How do you think 
John would want us to respond to this warning today?

According to John, what is “the teaching of Christ”? What would it look like for us to “abide” in 
this teaching?

Many of the themes from 1 John are also found in 2 John. In light of this, why do you think 
John chose to write 2 John?

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to be witnesses to the character of God. When we 
fail to do this, we are in danger of hurting the work of the Gospel. Have you been hurting or 
helping the work of the Gospel in your life lately? Take some time this week to reflect on the 
truth of Christ, and ask God how you can increase in love and obedience for the sake of the 
Gospel.


