
 

 

  

Application — How should we live? 

Rebuke and Promise — Isaiah 1-5 

Context: A helpful overview of Isaiah is this Bible Project video: (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0A6Uchb1F8). 

The book of Isaiah was written by Isaiah (Isaiah means “the Lord saves”) as he ministered to Judah in the 
eighth and seventh centuries BC (739-680). It was during this time when the powerful nation of Assyria rose to 
prominence and overwhelmed Israel. Isaiah is concerned with two primary purposes: Condemnation resulting 
in judgment upon Israel, Judah, and the nations for their wickedness (chapters 1-39); and Consolation 
resulting in redemption and hope for the righteous remnant of Israel and the Gentile nations (chapters 40-66). 

The first five chapters of Isaiah serve as an introduction to the book and describe the present disastrous 

condition of the nation of Israel.  In particular, the Lord’s indictment of the nation of Judah where charges 

are brought against Judah for covenant violations, the consequences of sin, the nation's judgment and 

exile and the future glory of Jerusalem. Thus, in this opening section Isaiah not only announced judgment 

on Israel, Jerusalem, and the Israelite leadership, but he also predicted the future salvation of Israel and 

Jerusalem, as well as the blessings associated with the Davidic dynasty. 

Broken Kingdom — Isaiah 1:1–2:5; 5:20-21  

In Isaiah chapter 1, the prophet rebukes the people of God explaining why they are in crisis: they do not 

comprehend that they have forsaken God, hollowed out their worship, and corrupted their society.  

Read 1:10-15 and observe how (and why) God reacts to the people’s “worship,” prayers, and behavior. 

How might one define “sin” based upon these verses? 

What are the ways in which we elevate religious rituals over pure piety and humble worship?  

Invitation to Repentance — Isaiah 1:16-20, 26-31  

Having demonstrated the people’s guilt, the Lord invites, and Isaiah calls the people to repentance, which will 

involve concrete action in the socio-economic realm, not mere emotion. 

Read 1:16-20 and observe the Lord’s instructions for true repentance. What are the consequences from  

unrepentance? What does this look like practically in our lives? 

Spend some time discussing and repenting of the ways in which we commit the same offenses as  

Isaiah’s original audience. We must be deliberate in our choice to be obedient and repentant (19-20). 

The Vision of the Kingdom of God — Isaiah 2:1-5  

Immediately after the stinging indictment of their sinful practices, Isaiah reveals the triumph of God’s purpose 

for His people; an affirmation of restoration which is seen in 2:1-5. 

Read 2:2-4 and observe the glorious vision of the Kingdom of God. How does it describe God’s future  

kingdom (Jerusalem’s future blessings) and what might the purpose be for laying it out for the audience? 

How can we live in light of God’s promised future?  

Will this audience respond to God’s call and repent of their sins or will it stubbornly continue in its 

sinful ways and suffer the consequences of their choice? This is still the fundamental question that every 

nation and person today must answer. In this passage, we see that God does not accept acts of ritual 

worship as a substitute for moral obedience, that He cares for us to communally promote social justice, 

and that He instructs us to repent of the ways in which we have abandoned pure worship (true 

relationship with God) for religious rituals. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0A6Uchb1F8

