
 

 

  

Application — How should we live? 

Our Sovereign and Jealous Judge — Isaiah 13-24 

Context: In many ways, Isaiah 13-23 serves as a warning to the southern kingdom of Judah. God calls His chosen 
people to withstand any temptation to make an alliance with her foreign neighbors in hopes of defeating the Assyrian 
onslaught. In this section, there are nine messages against neighboring, sinful Gentile nations/cities which 
demonstrates that they would soon be judged. If the neighbors of Judah would soon be destroyed, any hope found 
other than in the LORD, would be foolish and futile. Thus, God’s character, His sovereignty, and His justice is central 
to the confidence of His people. 

God is a jealous God. His jealousy is the powerful passion for humanity’s worship and service, which rightfully and 

absolutely belongs to Him. However, historically and personally we know that we constantly seek protection, provision, 

and prominence in places and things that have no power, that cannot ultimately offer what we seek. In God’s jealousy for 

our absolute allegiance, He judges this sin. In His holiness, God judges the pervasiveness of His perfection with wrath and 

judgment, for all sins. In His sovereignty, His plans will never be thwarted which leads to humanity’s culpable response 

to walk in confident living and true faith in God alone. 

The Jealousy of God 

God is jealous for the trust of His people, their loyalty, and their obedience. He yearns for them to expect that He 

alone will ultimately deliver, even to the degree that they forsake all others and trust in Him alone.  

-Read Exodus 20:5. What does it mean that God is a jealous God? How is God’s jealousy different from the 

sin of jealousy condemned in passages such as 1 Corinthians 3:3, 13:4-5, or Galatians 5:26? 

-Read Isaiah 13:11; 14:13-15; 17:8, 10. What does Isaiah describe that God is judging emphatically? How 

does the jealousy of God impact His response? What is the purpose of His judgment? 

 How might we be sinning with pride as described in the Isaiah passages above? 

The Sovereignty of God  
These messages spoken against nine sinful Gentile nations were most likely not written for them to be read by 

these pagan nations, but rather by God’s covenant people to show that the God of Israel and Judah is the sovereign 

ruler of nations. He alone is in control and His plans will never be thwarted! 

-Read Isa. 14:24-27 and observe how Isaiah describes the sovereignty of God.  

-Spend some time discussing how God’s sovereign control has personally been seen through your 

experiences. How might we encourage one another to notice God’s sovereignty in our lives more regularly?  

What is an area of your life that seems so difficult to remember God is in control? Discuss why. 

Humanity’s Culpable Response  
God’s judgment is for a purpose. Often, when humanity faces hardships, terror, and distress they realize their 

inadequacy of being in control. When we are made more aware of our weaknesses, we can more clearly see the 

strength of our God. 

  -Read Isaiah 17:7-8. What are the intended results of God’s judgment on sin?  

  -Read Isaiah 24:14-15. How can the believing remnant view the earth’s desolation as a righteous act by God?  

Discuss in your group an experience where God’s discipline has led you to closer intimacy with Him. 

How might we more readily respond to discipline with righteousness? 

God is jealous for our entire lives. In His passion for His name to be made great, He judges wickedness and disciplines His 

people for correction and training. When we recognize that God’s judgment on sin is necessary because of His holiness, that 

His judgment demonstrates His sovereign control, and that His goodness will usher in a future righteous kingdom, the 

people of God can confidently live by faith. 


