
 

 

  

Application — How should we live? 

Establishing Residence — Isaiah 24-26 

Context: In the last ten chapters, God’s judgment on the nations surrounding Judah was in view. In this section, we see the 
effects of the establishment of the city that man sets up in contrast to the city of God. Here, we examine areas where 
mankind’s efforts fall short in light of the way in which God sets up His kingdom.   

We all know what it feels like to establish residence somewhere. We are familiar with the work that goes into finding the right 

place to live, purchasing the right furniture, setting up rooms the way we want them, fixing things that break, meeting the 

neighbors, ensuring safety, and beginning to invest in the city around us. We practically comprehend this physical concept, 

but what about spiritually? What does it mean to establish residence in the city of God?  

The City of Man  

Read Isa. 24:7-11. Why has their joy grown dark?  

 

What good things in your own life are not fulfilling you the way that you hoped they would? How does this affect you 

spiritually?  

 

In parts of chapters 24 and 25, the city of man and its efforts of self-salvation are in view. How do we know if we are 

establishing residence in the city of man?  Discuss one or two of the questions below:  

 -what am I most worried about? 

 -How do I respond when my expectations are unmet, and plans fail to work out? 

 -Who/what influences me the most on a week to week basis? 

 -am I investing in things more than people? 

 -what occupies most of my time?  

 -How do I respond when others succeed and seemingly “outshine” me? 

 

The City of God  
Read Isa. 25:6-12. How does God set up His city? How does this differ than earthly rulers and establishments?   

 

Read Isa. 26:1-4. What are characteristics of the inhabitants of this city? Do these seem to align with the characteristics of 

God’s people around you? Why or why not? 

 

What do you think it means to proactively establish residence in the city of God? Discuss one or two of the questions below: 

 -who decides my identity? 

 -am I attentive to the Spirit of God?  

 - am I investing in people and ministries around me more than things I have or want to acquire?  

 -am I characterized by peace and faith? 

 -do I have an eternal perspective?  

The city of man is one that we know is wasting away. It will not sustain, and it cannot satisfy us. The city of God, however, is one 

that endures with ultimate joy and satisfaction. Ask the Lord for more of an eternal perspective this week. Then, take one action 

step that helps you build residency in the city of God.  


