
 

 

  

Application — How should we live? 

Dependency in the Normalcy — Isaiah 36-39 

Context: The historical material in these four chapters concerns two events which are foundational to a proper 
understanding of Isaiah’s theology and Judah’s history. The first event (36–37) concerns the Assyrian threat which 
God miraculously dissipated. This event climaxes Isaiah’s argument in chapters 1–35. In those chapters he had 
argued that God brought the Assyrians into Judah as a punishment for Judah’s sins and as a catalyst to turn them 
back to Him. However, he had prophesied that Jerusalem would not fall to the Assyrians and that God would 
miraculously destroy the Assyrian army because of their pride. The second event (38–39) concerned Hezekiah’s 
breach of the covenant when he was delivered by God from death but then allowed pride to enter his heart. 
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A 2017 prayer survey done by Tearfund found that as many as one in five non-religious people pray to God “in 

personal crisis and desperation,” saying it was a “last resort.” An old wartime saying states, “There are no atheists in 

foxholes.” The reality is that we all too often only seem to be faithful to God when we feel like we really need Him. We 

only depend on Him when it seems like we have obviously lost control. However, God calls us to live a life that is 

constantly holy and pleasing to Him, through every season, in all areas of our being.  

Times of Crisis 

Crisis often leads to prayer.  In Isaiah 37:9-38 Hezekiah faced a terrifying crisis in which he received a letter from 

Sennacherib (the ruler of Assyria) stating that Judah would not be rescued by God from their future onslaught.  

Read Isaiah 37:9-13. What was Sennacherib communicating to Hezekiah? How did Hezekiah respond in 

crisis (37:14-20)? What does Hezekiah’s prayer symbolize about how he viewed God? 

Read Isaiah 37:33-38. How did God respond to Hezekiah’s prayer?  

Discuss within your group any testimonies of a time in crisis which led to prayer (dependence on 

 God) resulting in deliverance.  

Why is it easy for us to pray in crisis? How does our prayer life communicate the way we  

view God?  

 

Times of Normalcy 
Normalcy often leads to pride. In Isaiah 39, Hezekiah recovered from his illness and was seemingly at a place of 

peace. No longer was he facing crises. No longer was he looking to God for security and identity.  

Read 39:1-9. Observe what Hezekiah did with the king of Babylon (v.2) Why would Hezekiah do this? 

How does Hezekiah’s response to the Assyrian letter differ to his interaction with the Babylonians? How 

does Isaiah respond to Hezekiah’s actions? How does this prophecy reflect God’s attitude towards Hezekiah?  

What does Hezekiah’s response to Isaiah’s prophecy of captivity say about him? 

Why is it so difficult to depend on God in our daily routines? Why is it hard to pray in the  

normalcy of life?  

Our prayer life reveals where our allegiance and priorities really are at. Discuss 

within your group what the contents of your prayers are typically about.  

Faithfulness, dependence, trust. God calls for us to be people after His heart, a people who recognize their great need for 

God in every season of life. The truth is that we are always in need, always completely dependent upon God’s sovereign will. 

Prayer is an amazing opportunity for God’s people to humbly posture themselves as needy before their Heavenly Father. 

Although crisis often leads to prayer and normalcy can lead to pride, we are called to combat our self-dependent, self-

centered way of life through our faithful obedience to Almighty God. 


