
 

 

  

Application — How should we live? 

God is our Comfort — Isaiah 40 

Context: Last week we focused on the reign of Hezekiah from chapters 36-39. Chapter 40 serves as an introduction 
to the remainder of the book, while also serving as a bridge connecting the first part of Isaiah to the second part 
through themes of comfort and hope. Now, Isaiah is prophesying about a future time when Israel will be exiled to 
Babylon. On the heels of judgment, He provides them with a picture of restoration and comfort to cling to. 

https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/isaiah.pdf 

There is always going to something that is pulling us towards negativity. There are going to be more 

disappointments. More heartache. More discouragement. More losses, failure, and death. We live in a broken world and 

the pains of life are not going to disappear while we are here on this earth. Because this is true, what we cling to is 

essential. What we hope in is vital. And, who and what we turn to for comfort becomes crucial for our renewal.   

Comfort for God’s People- Isaiah 40:1-5  
Read verses 1-2. See how Isaiah begins this chapter by mentioning God’s comfort. What is the tone? Would they have 

expected this tenderness? Why or why not?  

 

Just as Jerusalem’s warfare was over and their iniquity pardoned, so it is for us through Christ. How can this encourage you 

when you feel like sin is all consuming and Satan’s efforts strong?  

 

Read verses 3-5. What changes are noted in these verses with the coming of the Lord? How are we as believers called to 

“prepare the way”? What about you, personally, in your spheres of influence?  

 

The word of the Lord Stands Forever- Read verses 6-8 
Reflect and discuss upon what else around us is going to fade. Be specific. Why is the word of God different?  

 

How does the eternity of His word provide you with assurance and comfort? 

 

I Will Strengthen You- Read verses 28-31 
What in this section stands out specifically to you?  

 

Read verse 31 again. What does waiting on the Lord mean?  

 

This strengthening is a promise, yet we often feel weary and faint. Why is that? What do you find yourself actually “waiting” 

or “hoping” in instead of the Lord? 

Sometimes our feelings of defeat and discouragement come from our view of God being too small. Spend time this week 

jotting down the character traits of God from Isaiah 40. Spend time meditating on His magnitude and His activity. Ask the 

Lord for the assurance of His word and character to provide you with assurance. Choose this week to place your hope and 

comfort in that which can never fade.  


