
 

 

  

Application — How should we live? 

Faith in the Face of Crisis — Isaiah 7-12 

Context: Chapters 7-12 provide a historical introduction to the theological problem of Israel’s decision to trust (a 
matter of faith) in God or in other nations. Judgment has crept up and already swallowed up the northern kingdom 
of Israel and it is within this context that God sets forth His encouragement and hope to Judah’s faithful. However, 
there would be consequences, a thorough purge, for Judah because of Ahaz’s lack of faith amid the crisis.  

What does faith look like, especially in the crises of life? This section of Isaiah depicts Ahaz’s lack of faith 

amidst the crisis with Judah as he puts his trust in the security of the worldly powers. In a theological counter 

example, Isaiah then shows the God-trusting remnant’s faithful response to their current plights. To finish off the 

section, Isaiah depicts the delightful glimpse of the beautiful kingdom in which the faithful will inherit as future 

blessing. Thus, the readers walk away with the idea that true security from all crises, calamities, and judgment 

comes by trusting faith in God’s supernatural provision, particularly in the provision of Immanuel.  

Ahaz’s Response to Crisis and God — Isaiah 7:1 – 8:8  

Isaiah 7 examines our faith by allowing us to study the example of Ahaz. King Ahaz wrongly persisted in his 

treaty and alliance with the foreign nation of Assyria, placing his hope and finding his security in the world, 

rejecting God’s promises. 

Read 7:10-17 and observe what God says to Ahaz. How does Ahaz respond? Why does He respond this 

way and what are the results? 

In refusing to reject a sign from God, Ahaz demonstrated he did not believe Isaiah (and moreover, he 

did not want to believe God). In fact, he knew that a sign from God would only prove that his plan was 

contrary to God’s will! In your groups, confess how you have potentially trusted worldly things during 

crises, calamities, and persecution. Why are we drawn to such things? 

The Faithful Remnant’s Response to Crisis and God — Isaiah 8:9 – 9:7 
Isaiah 8 brings realistic encouragement and direction to God’s faithful instructing that those who rely on Assyria 

for security would suffer the same judgment as Assyria, but those that fear the LORD will find sanctuary in Him. 

Then in 9:1-7, Isaiah develops the future of God’s faithful people.  

Read 8:11-18 and observe the Lord’s instructions and encouragement to Isaiah and the faithful remnant.  

Spend some time discussing how we might “respect,” “fear,” “honor as holy,” and “wait” for the LORD.  

What is one area of your life that we can encourage/remind each other to respond in faith to God? 

God is Our Salvation — Isaiah 12:1-6 
This is a psalm of praise that concludes the section dealing with Israel’s choice between trusting God or trusting 

Assyria (7:1 – 12:6). Praise and joy come with the realization that God is salvation! 

Today, believers find hope and confidence amidst crises because they have been given a greater glimpse 

of the beautiful kingdom God will establish. Read and discuss what you observe about the future 

inheritance of God’s faithful.  

How can your group encourage one another to be fixated on the future hope described in this section? 

 

True hope and comfort in the midst of all crises comes by faith in God’s supernatural sovereignty and His 

provision of Immanuel, our Messiah. As His people, we should live confidently in the expectant reality of our glorious 

future, which is guaranteed and confirmed through Jesus, God with Us. Thus, we are now called to share in the work 

of Isaiah as we put away fears of the circumstances of life and live boldly for the sake of His glory.  

 


