
 

 

  

Application — How should we live? 

Context: Last week we talked about the themes of a broken kingdom, invitation to repent, and vision for 
restoration all seen throughout the book of Isaiah. At the beginning of chapter 6, we learn that King Uzziah 
has died. With the death of this king, Judah starts to feel their hopelessness and so does Isaiah.  The Assyrian 
emperor had been established as a military conqueror, and the imposing danger was starting to sink in. With 
the loss of their earthly king, Isaiah receives a vision from the Lord and remembers who’s still on the throne.  

Isaiah’s Vision — Isaiah 6  
The most important thing about us is what we think about God.  Our posture towards God and others continuously 

flows out of our understanding of who God is. In this passage we see that Isaiah gets it. His experience of God’s 

holiness and glory place him in a position where He is eager and ready to serve his King no matter the cost. 

Isaiah’s confession — Read Isaiah 6:1-5  

Throughout the Old Testament, this Hebrew word for holy in all its forms is used more than 800 times in describing 

the God of Israel. God’s holiness is what makes Him truly unique and words fail to accurately describe His 

greatness. The seraphim understood this and now Isaiah did too. In light of encountering God’s glory and holiness, 

Isaiah makes a confession in verse 5. Why is this Isaiah’s response? What exactly is he acknowledging in these 

verses?  

 

What similar responses of biblical characters who catch of glimpse of God’s holiness come to mind? 

 

Why do you think we struggle to truly grasp God’s holiness today?  

 

Isaiah’s cleansing — Read Isaiah 6:6-7  

Isaiah fully understood the gap between God’s perfection and his own iniquity. He felt helpless and laid bare before 

God. How does this act of the burning coal to his lips symbolize God’s grace?  

 

Do you find yourself expecting a similar response (cleansing of sin and forgiveness) or a different response from 

God when you confess and repent of sin? Explain.  

 

Isaiah’s commissioning — Read Isaiah 6:8-13 

What was Isaiah told to expect from the people’s response? What do you think God was trying to communicate to 

Him about his mission?  

 

How does this section affect the way you think about and approach the mission that God has given you?  

 

On this passage, one commentary stated that only when we come to the end of ourselves are we truly ready to see 

God. Isaiah’s cleansing and his commission both followed His encounter with God. Glimpsing God’s holiness and 

glory allowed Isaiah to have an accurate understanding of God and a renewed view of himself. Ask God to capture 

you with His holiness this week. Spend time reflecting and meditating on this passage and confessing your own 

unworthiness and iniquity before God. Let Him cleanse you and commission you again to what He is asking of you 

this week.  

 

 


